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The Home Council: A Daily Character School

“Home-Keeping Hearts Are Happiest.”

The whole Future of Humanity is Held in the Bosom of the Home.

“But they shall sit every man under his vine and under his fig-tree; and none shall make them afraid.”—Micah.

“And these words which I command thee this day, shall be upon thy heart; and thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thy home, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.”—Moses.

“Teach the child self-respect; train it in self-respect, just as you train a plant in better ways. No self-respecting man was ever a grafter. Above all, bear in mind repetition, repetition, the use of an influence over and over again. Keeping everlastingly at it, this is what fixes traits in plants—the constant repetition of an influence until at last it is irrevocably fixed and will not change. You cannot afford to get discouraged. You are dealing with something far more precious than any plant—the precious soul of a child.”—Luther Burbank.

“I am for the home with the Narrow Gate, which I take to be too little for pomp to enter. Some that humble themselves, may.”—William Shakespeare.


Preliminary

The Home Council is a daily school of character. It is not a theory but a discovery. The things written about here have been lived for years in our home.

Our aim in establishing the Home Council was simply to provide proper moral and religious training for our family. After a tragic experience in a Sunday School one Easter Morning we made a solemn pledge to God that we ourselves would assume responsibility for the moral and religious education of our children and that we would provide that training in the home. Ever since that hour we have placed our home at the center of all our interests in life and our supreme ambition has been to give our three girls that thorough training in right living which the home alone can furnish. With their welfare as our object in view we developed this character school in our home and have conducted it daily as the supreme opportunity of our lives. Since every institution is judged by its product we unhesitatingly, and with unbounded gratification, point to our three daughters as the students in our Home Council, and we shall be satisfied always to have their lives serve as daily testimonials of the efficacy of this school of life.

The Home Council itself was a growth. Many things were tried before we adopted our present methods. But, inasmuch as we have not had reason for a long while to change from the present program, we are confident that we have reached a standard of training which, for our home at least, is of the utmost value. For several years it never occurred to us that we were working out methods that might be adopted in other homes, and we had no thought of writing a book on the subject. But, during the past few years, visitors in our home, on seeing the Home Council in operation, have repeatedly urged us to set forth in book form our methods in this character school. In the process of preparing this volume we have become keenly conscious of our duty to devote our lives to the extension of this work. It is our hope, therefore, that this book may be the means of developing a movement for the exaltation of the home and for religious training.



The Home Council Described

The time for the Home Council is in connection with the evening meal, which, with us, is at six o’clock. As soon as all are assembled at their proper places around the table each lifts his glass of water as if to take a drink, and, pausing a moment before each takes a sip, we repeat in concert these simple words: “In gratitude to God, our Father; and in memory of Jesus, our Brother and Savior.” This act of worship is very helpful. It is not an imitation of the sacrament, but an act of worship which makes every evening meal, in a very true sense, “a Lord’s Supper.” It helps to maintain right relations to God as our Father and to Jesus as our “Ideal Life.” Any child can easily understand it. This act of worship creates the right atmosphere of reverence, thoughtfulness and gratitude, which should characterize this season of fellowship at the close of every day.

As soon as the supper is completed the table is cleared and all members of the family and guests, if there be any, remain in their places as for the meal. One is the leader; and the selection of the leader is by rotation. If, however, one prefers, for some good reason, not to lead when his turn comes, he may be excused and the leadership passes to the next in the circle. This arrangement must be made beforehand, however, so that time may be given for proper preparation. It is important that the leadership be by rotation; for it secures variety, quickens interest, develops individuality, and maintains a democratic atmosphere without which the Home Council cannot render the largest service. Often the youngest child can conduct a service quite as helpfully as the oldest member of the family. Since religious feeling grows by expression, it is necessary for the proper development of the religious life of the family that each member should take his full part as far as practicable.

Near the beginning of Part II, one may find an outline of the daily program of the Home Council. The leader first reads in this book the lesson which has been prepared for that day, or brings some other selection which he has found preferable. This selection may, or may not, be taken from the Bible. The important question is not who wrote it? or where it is found? or when it was written? but is it genuinely helpful for one’s daily living? Our children have been given the utmost freedom in making their selections. They have an inexpressible appreciation of the words of Jesus, and most frequently bring a message to the Council from one of the four Gospels. Next to the New Testament their choices are made from the great religious poets. To them the whole literature of the world is as a garden of fruits and flowers; and they are perfectly free to go anywhere in the garden and gather whatever seems good to them—only they must choose that which is really good and beautiful to them.

Parents will be surprised at the fine insight of children in determining the moral quality of literature. What often seems desirable to older persons may be rejected by children for most excellent reasons. Our children have invariably brought to the Council selections that were helpful. Sometimes, however, their readings came almost as a shock, until our second thought revealed the fact that they could see at times with their fresh, free eyes, real values and beauty better than we could with our older vision blurred by traditional limitations. So we have allowed them to move freely about in God’s wonderful garden of literature and enjoy it all without regard to the labels and dates and shibboleths.

We, too, have come to a larger and saner view of inspiration; for surely anyone, anywhere, at any time who has a great thought or sincere impulse and tries to express it for the benefit of others can claim God’s inspiring aid. God is revealing Himself through devout lives all the while, and so our children have occasionally made a selection from a current magazine or new book. As the honey-bees fly through the garden extracting the nectar which God has distilled in the heart of the flower, so our children have acquired the habit of vieing with each other in searching through literature for the religious truth, life-truth, which is often tucked away in some paragraph or line in a book or magazine.

In this manner and spirit all the selections in this book were made. These pages contain only a few of the many messages read from day to day to the Home Council. No selection was allowed to go into this volume, however, unless the Council voted unanimously for it. These, then, are our favorites, or many of our favorites. Many others that were rejected by one or more members seemed to others very good. As this process of sifting is going on all the time another volume may appear later with other choice lessons.

We would not have families limit their readings to this book; but, with these selections as a basis, they should encourage members of the family to make it their habit to search for religious truth and bring it to the Home Council as occasion may suggest, and then insert it on one of the weekly blank pages.


Editors Note: The weekly blank pages have been removed from this text.



Thus at the beginning of the Home Council each evening the leader reads a religious message, usually one of the readings in this volume. The leader then makes such remarks as he chooses to interpret and emphasize the strong points of the reading, after which it is open for discussion by the other members of the family. These observations are, as a rule, quite interesting and suggestive. Sometimes they are humorous (not flippant), but mirth, too, is of God; and so there is no effort to make the Council a solemn affair. The older members of the family try to avoid dogmatizing and moralizing. The discussion often takes the form of an argument, in which each is entitled to his opinions and has perfect freedom in expressing them. The father or, in his absence, the mother acts always as an informal chairman to see that the discussion is directed in an orderly manner



Today’s Review

After the reading and discussion of the lesson we have the review of the day’s experiences. This is a daily inventory of life and progress. We are engaged in the most sublime adventure on earth—Christian living. No pioneering, no crusading can be more fascinating or thrilling than this. Let anyone break the manacles of custom and expediency and renounce self to serve others, and then his life becomes like a journey through a glorified valley of vision. Every day’s advance is exciting; for one knows that any day loyalty to principle may carry him up the mountain of transfiguration on one side or up the rugged mountain of Calvary on the other. Nothing can ever again be commonplace except some other kind of life. He is out upon the highway that has been leveled by the bleeding feet of the best people who ever lived, and at the end of this valley stands God and the martyrs to truth and justice, waiting eagerly the outcome of his adventure. An invitation to turn back to make a million dollars would seem the tamest sort of folly; to live for pleasure or fame would appear as childish as building sand houses along the sea-shore, knowing that in a few hours the tide would destroy all.

The person who has once felt the exhilaration of dying to self to live the life that Jesus taught—serving God through service to humanity, regardless of reward—finds that his head is at last above the mists and clouds; for he is breathing the very air that God breathes and his fellowship is in two worlds—the visible and the invisible. He no longer has any interest in arguments about immortality; he doesn’t need them. He is rather amused by such arguments; much as he would be on seeing a blind man arguing whether the sun is shining. This, then, is the kind of life that we have chosen—the Christian life.

Just as it is important for a bank to check up its business at the close of the day, so must our enterprise, which is infinitely more paying than any business, be checked up daily. Our method is by having each member of the family answer five searching questions which penetrate to the very marrow of one’s life. The five questions are:


	Has anyone lost his self-control or wronged himself today?

	Has anyone mistreated others by word or act as to his person or property?

	What helpful service has anyone rendered others?

	What good thought or resolution has anyone had?

	Does each one feel that God is pleased with the record of his life today?



We have found by experience that these five questions asked daily are of the utmost value to our home. They are as useful in the development of character as bookkeeping is for a bank. We have come to regard this life simply as a great character school, and these five questions are used as the basis of a daily examination in character training.

After the Day’s Review the leader may, or may not, have prayer. That feature of the program is entirely optional. When there is prayer the leader either uses the prayer given in the daily program, or more frequently prays extemporaneously. Usually when the children pray it is after some event that calls for special gratitude or sympathy. Then the prayer comes with a naturalness, freshness and thrill, like the song of a bird in the blooming, happy Spring time. There is no rule or custom to hinder these outbursts of gratitude and sympathy. The heart is simply thrown open to God in the presence of the family and expresses itself naturally, and with the utmost simplicity. Often there is little resemblance to a formal prayer; it is a sort of telephonic conversation with God, only one voice is heard but the other presence is very real.

After the prayer we often have music, either vocal or instrumental or both. But this is not a regular part of the daily program. Sometimes, instead of music, there is a season of pleasant conversation. Since this is so nearly a lost art, we try to encourage wholesome, cheerful conversation as a means of training. To promote this feature of the Home Council we go to great pains to invite to our home, from time to time, guests whose conversation has educational value. The most impressive utterances of Jesus grew out of conversation. He was the supreme master of the conversational art and He evidently intended for His disciples to use this means as a primary method of promoting His Kingdom.

The foregoing outline of the Home Council, as it has been practiced for a long time in our home, will give the reader a fairly good conception of its true significance. It is well, however, to consider in detail the five questions which form the basis of the Day’s Review.

First, “Has anyone lost his self-control or wronged himself today?” If it be true that ” he who rules his own spirit is greater than any king,” how important it is that we have some method for daily use in training self-control? Human life is running riot, driven by circumstances or drunk with some excessive passion or impulse. Even nations are bewildered and are advancing, not as an army but as a blind mob. How seldom can one find a person who acts solely from principle and lives for the eternities! This question helps to keep one’s head up and put substance in his back-bone. It is just as useful for adults as for children. Every member of our family knows that, whatever may happen during the day, he must face the Home Council at its close and answer this question. He is, therefore, careful to keep his balance. It is only extreme provocation that can throw one out of poise. When that occurs and he has to confess his weakness at the close of the day, the calm, sweet atmosphere of the home reveals the utter folly of anger or any other exaggerated outburst of feeling and he becomes heartily ashamed of himself and true penitence is the immediate result. If one could get every home in the world to begin to-morrow and ask this one question daily of each member of the family and get an honest answer, he could move civilization forward a thousand years in one.

There are rare circumstances when a child is unwilling to confess before the entire family some wrong done during the day. In that case it is best never to force a confession then, but simply get the child to agree to confess privately, either to father or mother, as he may prefer. Let the matter rest there and let the child himself decide when the confession is to be made. The Home Council will be a daily reminder of this deferred confession and the delay will serve to focus an accumulated light on the ugliness of the wrong.

Second, “Has anyone mistreated others by word or act as to his person or property?” The first question has to do with one’s failure in himself; this second question deals with one’s failure towards others. It has been asked, “who is the judge of honesty in answering these daily questions?” Our answer is that God is Judge. In the human heart He speaks. Calling His voice conscience does not weaken the convincing and uncompromising force of this voice. Of course one’s heart may become deaf to God’s voice, and so the training of the heart to hear and obey conscience is the all important thing here. It is for that purpose largely that this question is used. When one mistreats another, especially if that person is of humble station or a stranger, one’s conduct may not seem to him at first important, or it may seem to him privately as justifiable, or even smart, and he may actually congratulate himself on his shrewdness. But in the Home Council when that thing is held up before the family and God, it takes on an ugly appearance, and conscience brings the wrong-doer to repentance.

This question is especially important in this school of character today; because there is a prevailing spirit of lawlessness abroad over the land which is beyond the reach of law and government. Many are coming to be a law unto themselves. Business especially is a struggle to succeed in some particular direction, and the rights of others often have scant consideration, unless there is fear of some specific law that can reach him immediately. But Christians are expected to live on a plane higher than law. They should do right from principle, not from fear of punishment. It is a shameful thing for a Christian ever to think of law in determining his conduct. If he follows Jesus no law on earth can touch him justly; and, if the law is unjust, he must do right regardless of the law.

This question asked every day in the Home Council will soon awaken in one’s heart a lively respect for the rights of others. The personality of others becomes sacred. He comes to feel that in mistreating another, however humble he may be, he is desecrating the personality of one of God’s children for which he will be held to strict account. One also learns to respect the rights of others in property. All law and all government stand on these two cardinal rights—the right of person and the right of property. It is disregard for these rights that has destroyed nations in the past. It is disregard for these rights on an international scale that brought on the Great War. A nation is actually being destroyed today because its millions of citizens have been taught to ignore the rights of private property and to despise the sacredness of the individual person. A nation stronger and more enduring than any that has ever appeared can be built when every home in the land has a Home Council in which there is daily training in respect for the rights of person and property. If every home in America would establish a Home Council today, half the courts of justice and half the prisons could be closed in a generation.

Third, “What helpful service has anyone rendered others?” This question deals with the expression of life in service. The assumption on which this question rests is a foundation for a life as solid as God,—namely, brotherly love for every one. When this question is asked and answered daily in the Home Council life takes on a new and wonderful meaning. No knight was ever inspired with a finer spirit of chivalry than that which prompts each one as he goes forth from the Home Council to the day’s tasks. Let him engage in whatever business he likes in order to make living expenses, but his real profession is that of “Helper of Everybody.” That is the real business of the day. All other things are mere equipment and baggage and time-tables. At the close of the day each member of the family reports his experiences, not boastfully, not to encourage self righteousness; but as a test of his faithfulness to the ideal of helpfulness in this character school. It is an examination in helpful living; for social service and personal service are the objectives of our educational work. In a little while one acquires the habit of utilizing every opportunity for service, especially in the many little attentions and courtesies which are so ready at hand for the right spirit; and so the heart expands with the expenditure of love as one follows the happy path of Jesus, whose joy along life’s way was doing good. No longer is the day’s journey one of drudgery and humdrum, for the road becomes radiant with a new, sweet light, which makes the going cheerful, easy and exhilarating.

Fourth, “What good thought or resolution has anyone had today?” In this material age there is an ever-present and real danger lest one get confused or lost in the wilderness of mere things. It is trite to say that the real life is within, but how few live in accord with that fact? The world is in a mad stampede for things,— money, property, pleasure; while within are the limitless potentialities for development Yet, if these spiritual forces are neglected, they atrophy and die.

We moderns are incurably conceited over our inventions and machines. We pride ourselves on being able to talk to a friend a thousand miles away and forget that a far more important thing is the thought we express when we do talk. We can fly a hundred miles an hour and how proud we are when we alight I But we forget that almost any good Greek twenty-three centuries ago could travel in an ox-cart and teach more truth than we can possibly think of and teach it faster. It is not how fast we can travel nor how far we can convey our words that counts, but how well we can think and how sincerely we feel and how genuine is our message when we arrive.

It is, therefore, supremely important that we have a school to encourage daily thinking—thinking not about things, but about life. As we go forth from our home in the morning we have a four-fold task to perform:—first, to see to it that reason is kept on the throne all day long and to maintain that poise and serenity of spirit that becomes a child of God; second, to make certain that we properly respect the rights of others as to their person and property; third, to safeguard the expenditure of life that its outflow may always be helpful; and fourth, to cultivate the growth of the soul-life by proper exercise in thought and contemplation and aspiration. So at the close of each day it is well to check up on these essentials of living and especially to make note of our thinking and feeling.

What a painful experience it is for one to come to the close of the day and be forced to confess that he has not had a single helpful thought, nor great soul-moving impulse, nor good resolution, during the entire twenty-four hours! In this material age that is probably the pitiful experience of at least fifty million Americans daily. The Home Council aims to cultivate the habit of thinking seriously about life, the habit of translating God’s language written in the events of the day into human terms. After awhile one comes to think in God’s language of beauty, truth, harmony and love, just as one may learn to think in a new language; and then he enters a new world far more wonderful than this material earth; for therein God becomes the most real and enjoyable presence in it.

Fifth, “Does each one feel that God is pleased with the record of his life today?” This searching question is to promote worship. It should serve to keep one humble and very conscious of his dependence on God. It closes the day at the right place—at the judgment bar of God. After all this is the final consideration of the day’s experience: “What does God think of it?”Why wait to the close of the year or to the end of life to examine its quality? Why should one carelessly or cowardly push this question aside pending a relentless demand for a final answer at a far off Judgment Day? Keep your accounts with God correct daily and you may look forward with joy to the final audit. This daily inquiry into one’s record leads a person to live one day at a time, which is a secret of happiness and usefulness.



The Confessional

The five questions, used in the Home Council as the basis of an examination of character, are also a guide to the confessional. Here is the confessional where it always should be,—in the sacred home circle. The home is preeminently “God’s House,” and the home altar is the most sacred shrine on earth. No priest can possibly hear a confession with the sympathy, love, patience, and helpfulness of a father, or mother, or sister, or brother. The church confessional is a crude makeshift compared with this. Whose prayers can absolve from guilt if not those of mother and father? These are God’s High Priests in reality, ordained by Him as co-workers with Himself in training character. After the incense of pity and love and forgiveness are burned on the altar of the Home Council by these High Priests no angel in Heaven will ever write a word of guilt against the penitent confessor. How natural to confess here when it is the custom for all to do so daily! What a relief for the soul to unburden and free the heart at the close of the day and not have to carry its weight of guilt for weeks or years! In case the heart is festering with sin how healing the balm of love and prayer after a confession! In case of great transgression what miracle working power there is in a baptism of the holy water of parental tears!



The Need of the Home Council

After the foregoing account of the Home Council and how it is conducted as a character school, it is well to consider the need of this means of training and worship. One may ask, why have the Home Council at all? why not continue simply to have family worship? Because everybody knows that very few people actually have family worship; and with these few the program consists almost solely in reading the Bible and prayer. If every family in America could be induced to have that kind of family worship, it would be utterly inadequate to meet the demands for moral and religious training today. If, for any reason, one can do no better, he should by all means have that sort of family worship. But here the good may easily become the enemy of the best.

Again, one may ask, why not depend for religious instruction and worship upon the regular service of the church? Why adopt some new-fangled methods? This question may be answered by asking another, why should one not prefer to travel in an ox-cart instead of the train? why should one use the mail service? why should one use the telephone, or the telegraph, or the graphophone? why should one eat delicious apples instead of crab apples? All these are new-fangled things, things that did not exist a century ago. The chief reason for not being an old fogy is that it is sin to be an old fogy. It is sin to persist in using an old worn out instrument when God offers one a new and better instrument with which to do His work. We do not for a moment claim that the regular services of the church are worn out instruments; but we do insist that they are not adequate under present conditions for moral and religious training. The church needs the Home Council as a new means for enlarged service, and also needs to be reinforced by the latent resources that may be enlisted by the Home Council.

The present methods of the church were developed, in large measure, to meet conditions very different from those of the present. Formerly the ministry was composed of the ablest men of their time and they were the best educated men of their respective communities. They were the elect few scattered among a vast multitude of ignorant and uncultured people. The most natural and sensible thing to do then was for the people to assemble in congregations at stated intervals where the educated ministers could direct their worship and give them religious instruction. The ministers alone were sufficiently trained to properly direct worship and give religious instruction; and the very limited Christian literature was not generally accessible even to the few people who could read. But today conditions are quite otherwise. Everybody is more or less educated. At least most people can read, or some one in the family can read, and the level of general culture is far above what it was a few generations ago. Many church members are better educated than the ministers and almost any parent today can direct religious training in the home. Certainly there is an unlimited supply of Christian literature available everywhere. The church formerly was like an army with a few highly trained officers but the private soldiers were raw, untrained recruits. Now the whole army is trained in the manner that the church has been able to train it and it is well equipped for its task. The problem now is how to put this vast army to work and also how to give it a more intensive training.

It would be a disgrace for the church if, after all these centuries of preaching and teaching, most of the fathers and mothers in it were still unable to conduct worship and religious training in their homes. Especially so with such helps as this book aims to supply. Practically all parents can take this volume and, with such guidance as the pastor may give, conduct the Home Council. This new means of service will then open a great untapped reservoir of power for the future church and direct the way to its supreme opportunity.



A United Family

The Home Council is built on the idea of a united family. Of course it becomes impossible to have a satisfactory Home Council with the family scattered,—the father at the club, the mother at the missionary meeting, the daughter at a party, the son somewhere other than home. With the home habitually broken up like that it is also impossible to have a satisfactory husband and wife and child. There never was, and there never can be, a club, or society, or party, or anything else that the sun shines on, important enough, or attractive enough, to justify members of the family in habitually neglecting this school of character and fellowship. If one’s soul is worth more than a little gold or pleasure, he should do this thing seriously and in dead earnest. If there is one thing in all one’s life that cannot be trifled with it is his home; and the one thing that is indispensable for the proper fellowship, unity and happiness of the family is the Home Council.

When one puts business or pleasure above his home, he that moment starts on the down grade to soul ruin. The loss of a fortune is nothing compared with the loss of home. When the club becomes more attractive to any man than his home, it is time for him to confess in bitter shame that he has failed to measure up to the supreme opportunity of his life and has flunked in the final test of true manhood. No other success can compensate for failure in the home. This is the one thing of limitless potentialities on earth. The poorest shack of a home in which love prevails over a united family is of greater value to God and future humanity than the richest bank on earth. In such a home God can work miracles and will work miracles. The greatest miracle that King Herod ever saw was John the Baptist. The religious home, though poor, produced John the Baptist. The most dazzling miracle of all history is Jesus of Nazareth. His education was that of a united religious home. Pure hearts in a pure home are always in whispering distance of Heaven. In such a home there is always a key which one may use in opening the reservoirs of the Infinite and start a Pentecost. The great, good God who made this world ordained man and woman for the home and He is seeing to it that they may search the whole world over but will never find the sweetest joys of life anywhere but in the home. In obedience to God’s law for human life, one should make it his highest ambition to build an ideal home. Make home your hobby; for, if anyone makes a loving home with all his heart, he can never miss Heaven.

The Home Council not only unifies the home, but it is the antidote to much evil thought and misunderstanding. A divorce can hardly take place where there is a Home Council, and serious alienation of members of the family becomes all but impossible. Mean and ugly souls will not grow out of a home where the Home Council is faithfully observed. One should, therefore, make everything bend to this; for if the home is kept sweet, thoughtful and reverent in united fellowship, character will grow to be pure and noble and strong in spite of all outside influences.



Real Training

It has been suggested that the Home Council is rather severe and that some parents themselves might not be able to stand the daily test involved. Yes, it is severe, in the sense that God is severe. We have surely had enough of the “milk and water” kind of religious training. The church today has practically a monopoly of religious education; and yet no other kind of educational work is done with so little time and effort. It is limited largely to one day a week and even then the methods employed in the thirty minutes of class work a week would not measure up to the educational standards of any school. A high school student gives more time to the study of mathematics in one week than a Sunday School student devotes to the study of the Bible and religion during an entire year. The Protestant Church is not at present in a position to give thorough moral and religious training in its own buildings. It has depended too much on the public school for education, not being fully aware of the tragic significance of the fact that the public school has assumed that it is prohibited by law from giving religious training. The Sunday School is tremendously important; so is the public library. But, if a nation were starving for lack of food, it would not be difficult to see the limitations of a public library in one direction at least. The Sunday School has been employed by the church for a long time; and the present world upheaval, lawlessness, and immorality are overwhelming evidence that the Sunday School has very serious limitations in its program for moral education. The primary work of the Sunday School is in teaching the Bible and promoting worship. Its work must be entirely voluntary and no thorough-going educational program can be carried out on purely voluntary methods.

There are but two agencies in America that have sufficient authority to enforce educational standards,—the school (which really means the government) and the home. Inasmuch as the government discourages the public school from giving religious instruction in any effective manner it is impossible at present for adequate moral and religious training to be given in this country except in the home, under the direction and inspiration of the church.



Heredity and Environment

The Home Council is based on biological laws, which are as truly the laws of God as the Ten Commandments. Humanity is paying a staggering penalty for its persistent disregard of these laws of life. Heredity gives a person the constitution that he brings into the world with him at birth, which includes his entire physical, mental and moral being. Environment consists of all the external influences that are brought to bear upon one’s life after birth. A horse is exactly what it inherits from its parents plus what its environment brings to its development. It can never be any more or less than these two factors give it. It has no control over either heredity or environment. Neither has man any control of his individual inheritance, but he has power to determine in large measure the constitution of his own children; and he has tremendous ability to control his own environment, and he has almost limitless control over the environment of his children. On the last day of a man’s life he is what he inherited from his parents plus all that has been given to him by environment since his birth. He is nothing more and can be not one whit less.

However, those who read this book can do absolutely nothing to improve their own hereditary constitution. At birth they were imprisoned for life behind impenetrable walls of heredity, such as race, sex, color, and all main features of body, mind and spirit. They cannot add one cubit unto their stature, nor fundamentally change a single brain cell. “Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spots?” “Though thou shouldst beat a fool into dust in a mortar with a pestle yet will not his foolishness depart from him.” Every child receives from a long ancestral line his hereditary constitution, physical, mental and moral, which is his sole capital stock for the business of life. This capital stock he can never increase or decrease. His heredity is forever a sealed book which no man can open.

Likewise there is another kind of inheritance which every child receives; it is the inheritance of environment. One child is born in a Christian home of culture and another is born in a savage hut of filth and crime. All the good or evil influences that surround each child are entirely beyond his control. His parents and society generally are responsible to him for the influences that surround his young life. These influences determine largely his entire future career. One child is born in Africa and grows to maturity without any knowledge of language except a few crude words and he worships the moon; another child is born in America, in a Christian home, is educated to appreciate the literature of the world and he worships God. The difference is one of inheritance and environment. An exceedingly important document says: “All men are created equal.” Yet it is practically certain that just the opposite is the truth— that “no two persons in all the world are created equal” either as to heredity or the opportunities afforded by environment.

Notwithstanding the unequal inheritance of both constitution and environment, every normal human life is so marvelously endowed that it has infinite possibilities for development. The arrival of a baby is an event of tremendous significance. No wonder the angels sang at the birth of Jesus. It is to the credit of humanity that the most extensively observed holiday on earth is that in commemoration of the birth of a baby. But how few of those who were living at the time of Jesus’ birth really appreciated the full significance of that event! So it is with every child coming into the world. No one—not even his own mother—can possibly comprehend the vast potentialities of his life. And who can ever look at a baby and think of the terrible risk surrounding his life from disease, accident and death and not feel a shudder? In the case of the babyhood and childhood of Jesus, how careless must have been the people with whom he was associated. How often his tender life must have been exposed to disease and death. It almost makes one’s heart stop beating to think of the possibility of some terrible accident that might have blown out his life—the light of the world. Impossible! We feel so now, of course. But who knows how many great lives have been destroyed in childhood? Think of the Platos and Dantes and Miltons and Pasteurs that must have perished in infancy!

Even those who actually live to maturity hardly have one chance in a million to find an adequate opportunity for the full expression of their personalities. Washington might have been a farmer all his life. Pasteur might have remained a tanner. The calamity of calamities is the loss of human talent either by death in childhood or by misdirected careers. If, by any sort of method, America could for one century conserve its “ten talent” and “five talent” lives, and see that they are given proper rearing, education and support in the unfolding of their limitless capacities for service to civilization, a new race would then develop with a larger percentage of supermen than ever appeared in one generation.

One aim of the Home Council is to stress the infinite worth of every individual human life and to facilitate the discovery of traits of character and ability, so that parents may be enabled to conserve and develop the best in the lives of their growing children. Nothing is so recklessly squandered today as human life. Almost any child has capacity to excel in some particular line of endeavor. And every generation has thousands of children with latent genius for service to human kind. In the daily studies of the Home Council the parents may readily find the true bent of the child’s life and then by sympathetic direction and encouragement lead him on toward the field of activity where his gifts will achieve the largest opportunity for expression.

There is a wise providence in the fact that a child approaches maturity very gradually. No other animal is so long as man in coming to its full growth. It is this long period of growth for eighteen or twenty years that gives education such vast possibilities with human life. During this lengthened period from birth to maturity the home is the supreme factor in the life of the child. No other influence can begin to compare with that of the home during the first twenty years of a person’s life. During the first twelve years of a child’s life he is in school 3,240 hours; he is in church and Sunday School 416 hours; and in the home (not counting twelve hours for sleep daily), 52,560 hours. In other words, the child, during the first twelve years of his life, spends sixteen times as many waking hours in home as in school and one hundred and twenty-six times as many hours in home as in church. Since it is during these early years in one’s life that character is largely made, it is not difficult to see the relative value of the educative processes in school, church and home. If a child’s home life is neglected or impoverished during this period, it is absolutely impossible for the school or church or any other institution to compensate for this fatal loss. That child is doomed to carry forever in his soul the marks of a stunted character, due to his having been robbed of the refining and enriching spiritual processes that go on ceaselessly in every true home. Of all the factors that enter into the environment of a child, or of any one else for that matter, the home is by far the most powerful. So much so that one may say that home either makes or mars character. The child, from the day of his birth for at least twelve years, is so dominated by the influences of home—whether good or evil—that he is absolutely helpless to resist them. What a heart-moving responsibility, then, rests upon parents to see to it that the home influences are all that they should be!

The supremely essential factor in the environment of every child is that of God. Rob a child of his conscious relation to God during his first twelve years of life and you commit a crime against him, which leaves his character dwarfed and impoverished forever. He never can become what he might have been.

For more than one hundred and fifty generations humanity has been advancing in civilization, here and there on the earth, just to the extent that each successive generation of children has been improved by environmental influences. The home influence is so essential in the environment of growing character that no civilization has ever been developed apart from the home. The measure of civilization in all generations and among all races is determined by the character of the home life. Of all the ancient peoples none ever reached the high standard of culture attained in Attica between 500 and 300 B.C. It was precisely during those two centuries that the Greeks devoted most attention to the home and maintained the purest ideals as to marriage and home life. In the whole Christian Era the home is the yardstick of progress. Nations have advanced in civilization in proportion to the purity and strength of the homes of the people, and they have declined just to the extent that the home has been neglected and corrupted. Rome would in all probability have maintained her unchallenged mastery until now, but for the fact that her citizenship was allowed to degenerate by intermarriage with inferior cultures and her home life was permitted to disintegrate owing to the growth of wealth and selfishness, which made marriage unfashionable, home sanctity unpopular, immorality general, and sterility and national death inevitable. Other civilizations have flourished in the past, such as Assyria, Greece and Carthage. If America is able to profit by the fatal mistake that brought destruction to those nations, she will devote herself to the fundamental task of exalting and enriching the homes of her people; and if she holds herself firmly to this task as her primary interest, her immortality as a nation is as certain as the laws of God.

The home is to human character what the sunlight is to plant life. Without the chlorophyllian rays of the sun all plant life on this earth would shortly perish; and without the character-making influences of home human life would, in a few generations, revert to savagery. The quality and strength of home influences in childhood determines, in very large measure, the whole future career and character of those persons. The home influences, either for good or evil, far outweigh all other influences in the entire environment of a child.

What America needs today above wealth, and lands, and power, and learning even, is a great recall to the fundamental task of creating a culture of people on this planet with loftier ideals, and more unselfish hearts than ever appeared before. The only possible way by which that service can be rendered posterity is by exalting and enriching the home life of the people. The method in this supremely important undertaking is the Home Council. It will maintain the right home relations, it will produce the right soil of reverence and righteousness and love out of which noble character can grow. It is quite possible to have a home so saturated with moral and spiritual influences that members of the family will always thereafter make their choices in accord with those good influences. It is the aim of the Home Council to create in the heart of the coming generation a love of home that will forever make it the chief interest and loyalty of every citizen from early childhood.

This kind of love of home has also a power of spiritual alchemy in it For when the members of the family go out from the Home Council, with their lives held true to the moral magnetism of home, and meet evil temptation in the world, they will react from it in a manner that actually strengthens their moral fiber, and thus they are enabled to extract from the temptation itself a real benefit. The Nation’s laws of righteousness are then written in the hearts of her citizens rather than on the statute books.



The Supreme Opportunity of the Church

This supreme opportunity is not something that is intended to vastly increase the membership of the church nor to enhance its material resources (though both will follow); but something that will enable the church to develop the moral and religious character of its membership and thereby immeasurably enhance its ability to advance the Kingdom of God. The church (the Protestant Church in particular) has, in recent times, allowed itself to be gradually disarmed and has permitted other agencies to limit its field of service. For example, the time was when the church exalted the sacraments to a place of supreme importance. Baptism, Confirmation, Penance, Holy Orders, Marriage, Unction, and the Lord’s Supper were the seven sacraments once employed by the church with all but irresistible force. But Protestants have almost entirely rejected all these as sacraments except the first and last. The others were abandoned because the Medieval Church had clothed them in disgusting garments of falsehood. In rejecting the false clothes, the Protestant Church cast out the body of truth as well. This was a great mistake in one respect at least; for of all the sacraments none had more solid arguments in its favor, both Scriptural and scientific, than marriage. But marriage is regarded by very few Protestants as a sacrament, and Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are decreasingly employed as means of worship.

At one time the Confessional, also, was a means of moral and religious training of the greatest value. As a means of giving relief to consciences under a burden of fear or guilt, and as a means of preventing sin, crime and even insanity, the church has never had an instrument that could have been employed with better results than the Confessional. Yet this tremendous agency is no longer used by the Protestant Church; because the Roman Church, with its unmarried priesthood, had once permitted such terrible abuses of this means of service. Again, the Protestants protested too much; for they became so indignant with the abuse of the instrument that they rejected the instrument altogether. The Protestant Church has failed to find any other instrument to take its place. It is never well to destroy the crutches of a cripple until one has available some better means for him to walk with.

A further disarming of the church has taken place in the matter of education. The church always has been interested in education. In all history it has been the chief promoter of education and the greatest conserver of the products of science. This should be said often these days, for there is a considerable number of “scientists” abroad in the land, amusing themselves with a lot of noise, criticizing the church; when the fact is that they themselves could never have had an education at all in the modem sense but for the church. If Christianity had been content to stay in Palestine, all of us Americans and Europeans would be little better off than our ancestors were before the church reached them with education; and we, too, would likely be drinking water, as they did, out of the skulls of slain enemies.

The power of the Roman Church today is due in large measure to her relentless grip on her educational forces. Early in the Protestant Church great emphasis was placed on education. In fact the Sunday School itself for a long time was more than simply a school of religion; for in it such subjects as reading, writing and arithmetic were regularly taught. There is scarcely a non-state college or university in the land that did not get its inspiration from the church, and most of these institutions were actually established by the church.

But today the educational work of the Protestant Church is relatively a very small part of the educational program of the Nation, and its educational work cannot possibly keep pace with the growth of church membership and population. At least ninety per cent of the educational work of America is done by the state and by private corporations. In the former church schools Jesus and the Bible were supreme; but in the state and private schools today Jesus and the Bible are either unwelcome or they are admitted patronizingly. There are some notable exceptions, of course, but no one can deny that, on the whole, the public and private schools of this country are conducted largely without Jesus and the Bible. Furthermore, the church is helpless to remedy this situation in the schools.

Another process is going on which still further weakens the influence of the church,—the development of social service agencies outside the church. All social service that is worthy of the name gets its inspiration from the Bible and especially from Jesus. Yet much of the social work is being conducted with an apologetic attitude towards the Bible and the church. This new profession of social service is growing rapidly and promises shortly to become a strong rival of the church.

The church still retains two instruments which other agencies have not, to any great extent, employed,— preaching and teaching the Bible in the Sunday School. But with an educated public within easy reach of good literature and the motion picture, preaching is no longer regarded by the public as so essential as formerly. One may now read excellent sermons at home or actually stay at home and hear sermons by radio. Our position is not that preaching is less important than formerly, but that these new conditions cause the public to think so, and that attitude on the part of the public is a fact that must be reckoned with.

The Sunday School has a distinct field to occupy. As an agency for creating social conscience, for promoting public worship and for stimulating interest in the Bible it is remarkably effective. In comparison with the time devoted to its work, no other educational agency can approach the Sunday School in effective results. Its success is due, however, not so much to the efficiency of its methods as to the fact that it is dealing with motives.

In any case preaching and the Sunday School are not enough. If every preacher were the best educated man in his community and if every Sunday School were conducted with a higher educational standard than the college, it would still be impossible for the church to achieve its task of leavening the whole of human society with the Gospel and spirit of Jesus, so as to transform the world into a real brotherhood. Many people do not go to church at all, and those who do attend seldom spend more than two or three hours a week in the church. Again, those who habitually attend church need these services least of all the people. Some method must be found for reaching effectively those who are now beyond the reach of the church, and for holding their attention to moral and religious ideas longer than is now possible for the church, either in the Sunday School or public worship.

The public school has the children for five days a week; the motion picture is open seven days a week; the hardening and embittering influences of Mammon are at work every day in the year; and the spirit of evil is abroad in the land everywhere day and night. In such a situation some means must be found speedily whereby religious motives can be given a longer time exposure on the human conscience. The entire church membership should be mobilized for moral and religious training every day of the year. Furthermore, this training must be accompanied by some means of giving immediate expression to growing religious impulses and motives. The church can no longer afford to have its services minister simply, or chiefly, to church members. It is a very poor sort of an army that exists simply to feed itself. The church services need to be so reconstructed as to enlist the entire membership for real work, and the object must be something less selfish than to gain for one’s self eternal bliss; it should be to serve the entire population of the neighborhood, at least, for the purpose of making it pure, healthful, righteous and happy.

Much of the energy of the Church in past ages has been wasted in fields that it bad no right whatever to enter. For example, “Uniformity” seems to have been one of the unfortunate aims of the Church. Some denominations are still trying even to establish uniformity in dress, especially for the ministry. For centuries uniformity of thought was sought. But uniformity of thought is impossible in an individual, much less in a growing generation. “When I was a child, I thought as a child; but when I became a man, I put away childish things.” In that sentence the Apostle Paul gives an outline of mental growth for himself. Only a dead person mentally can maintain uniformity of thought for any length of time. Every day changes one’s views in some degree.

Likewise uniformity of belief is impossible. Any creed is out of date the day after it is written. Jesus never wrote a creed. In fact He handled the Ten Commandments in a perfectly terrific manner to show that they were no longer adequate for the conscience of a growing civilization. No man can write what I believe, and no man or group of men knows enough about anything to tell me what I should believe about any matter. The rights of a religious teacher stop with the presentation of evidence. The opinions and beliefs formed on the basis of the evidence are absolutely the right of the individual.

The scandal of the Twentieth Century is the wrangling over “the fundamentals.” In the very nature of the case a “heresy trial,” or “heresy boycott” is sin. One’s beliefs are acquired by two processes—heredity and education. One can no more change his beliefs to conform to creeds than he can change his hair to conform to the color of a picture. Only sincere persons have beliefs at all, all others have merely “make beliefs,” which is hypocrisy. So it is a fine day that humanity is getting away from the unspeakable folly of heresy trials and heresy discussions. We are coming to see that uniformity is as impossible in beliefs and opinions as in climate.

Jesus sought uniformity in one thing only,—in good feeling. “Love thy neighbor as if he were thyself.” Jesus would say to this and every generation: “Give people perfect freedom to think as they please and to believe as they please, only insist that they keep their minds open and their hearts clean and sweet.” After all the great mission of the church is to secure uniformity of good feeling. The home is the school of the heart. In heart education the home has almost a monopoly. Here are infinite resources almost forgotten by the church. Civilization is lopsided because the education of the heart has not kept pace with physical and mental training. Science has far outrun conscience. The laboratory has been made more efficient than the home. The crying need of the hour is for everybody to make his home a real school of the heart and devote himself daily to training in conscience and good-will.

We are convinced that the Home Council is at least one method, if not the method, for achieving this worthy objective. While the church has abandoned certain methods and frequently changed her methods to meet new conditions, she always has possession of limitless resources for human service. Since the Protestant Reformation she has been yielding ground, in a sense, much as the French army retreated before the first German drive towards Paris. Retreat, however, was not defeat; for they were really preparing during the retreat for the final test which came at the battle of the Marne, and there the Germans were defeated. Retreat in that instance meant victory. So it may prove to be with the church of today. Possibly in the process of limiting her field of service, even though it has been done unwillingly, the church has unconsciously been preparing herself for the greatest forward movement of all time. It may have been the very best thing for the church to yield the educational field in large measure, and other fields, that she might have occupied for awhile, in order that she might now be free to devote her undivided strength to the present task which constitutes her supreme opportunity to serve humanity.

We are ready at last for reaping the golden harvest which has been produced by the labor of countless workers and the blood of a multitude of martyrs through centuries of Christian growth. All the evangelism, all the religious instruction, all the moral training, all the religious literature, all the sacred music—in short— all the products of Christianity since the crucifixion of Jesus are now needed and are available for the final crusade of the church in a world-wide movement to Christianize the home. The church has trained millions of men and women who may, if properly directed by the ministers, give daily religious instruction in their Home Councils. Fathers and mothers do not need to wait for any further call, or appointment, to become religious teachers in their homes. God has already called them through their qualifications and ordained them by virtue of their relations to children for a priestly service as sacred as that of any minister. They are in truth God’s priests and prophets. The custom of specially setting apart a select class of men and training them and ordaining them for the ministry grew out of the intellectual and moral poverty of society. Their opportunity is enlarged and enhanced by virtue of the work already accomplished in religious education. Compared with past ages, society is now rich intellectually and morally, and consequently the minister’s function is enhanced ten fold. With rare exceptions parents in the church are competent to give religious instruction to their own children and officiate in religious service in their own homes, provided they are properly directed and instructed for the specific work by the ministers and given suitable literature.

What an opportunity of service is unfolded here! Let any minister begin preaching on the sanctity of the home, teaching parents their sacred relation to the home as coworkers with God in training character, showing the necessity for daily moral and religious instruction in the home directed by the parents. Let him follow this awakening of interest in the home by urging his members to have their homes specially dedicated.* Let him begin dedicating the homes, to be cherished as the center of all the interests and affection of the family, to be maintained as a school of character, to be kept as a lamp of life radiating beauty and service, to be safeguarded with the utmost diligence as a unit of God’s Kingdom that His will may be done therein as it is done in Heaven, to be loved as the sacred shrine that links this life to Heaven by daily service and worship and fellowship. If ever it was important and religious to dedicate a church, it is thrice needful to dedicate a home, wherein God’s creative work is really done and wherein He ever exerts, through parental influence, His most enduring impressions on growing character. A house need not be owned by the occupant, though, of course, that is better; the material building is the least consideration in making a home. At the dedication of each home, an altar of worship should be erected to God and the parents should pledge themselves to maintain that altar with diligent devotion.


	A form for the dedication of a home may be found in Part III of this book.



As soon as the homes of a church are dedicated, it will become necessary for the minister to arrange for frequent visits to these daily Home Councils that he may give instruction and inspiration. This will not be a perfunctory “pastoral call,” but a serious, purposeful service. It will also be needful for the pastor to have a weekly meeting of the parents and others who lead in Home Councils. What better use can possibly be made of the mid-week service? It becomes not simply a prayer-meeting, but a church council, rooted in and sustained by, the Home Councils. The mid-week service now ceases to be a problem and becomes a power—the most lively and vitalizing meeting of the church.

As the interest grows in the Home Council movement, the pastor will find it desirable to have two new classes organized in the Sunday School,—the Fathers’ Council and the Mothers’ Council, composed of those who lead in the Home Councils. Through these two classes the Sunday School multiplies itself many fold; for the members of these classes are engaged in religious training of a most definite kind every day and instructing many that had never gone to Sunday School at all. Likewise the Young People’s Society and all other departments of church activity will take on new life and growth. Presently this Pentecostal fire will be burning all over the community and there will be kindled, not a revival flash, but a conflagration of religious fervor.

A more effective educational enterprise, a better type of evangelism and a more comprehensive social work than the church had ever achieved will then develop on a solid and lasting foundation. In the home, therefore, lies the supreme opportunity of the church at this hour. It is the mission field of every church member. No more apostolic call was ever heard than this challenge that comes to the church now, to devote herself to the exaltation of the home, to the evangelization of the home, to the moral education of the home, to the erection of altars of worship in the home, to the establishment of the Kingdom of God in the home. Herein may also be found the supreme opportunity of the church for all time. The home is the field wherein the long-delayed triumph of the church is to be achieved. Let the church rise to this call of God and occupy this field with apostolic seal, and to-morrow a great outpouring of religious power will sweep over the land as Jerusalem was awakened by Pentecost.



The Home and God’s Commonwealth

It is well to pause here and gain a view of the relative value of the home as compared with other agencies. We must not lose sight of the fact that human society today is very far from the simple ideal that Jesus set for it. He meant for it to be developed as a brotherhood; it is a ceaseless battle of warring strife and competition. He intended humanity to grow as a unit—a world-wide commonwealth; it is all cut to pieces by endless antagonistic factions. He meant for the home to be the unit in this commonwealth of God; modern forces are set for its complete annihilation as an essential institution of society. In the vast multitude of organizations—all confused in the meshwork of false theories—there is great danger that both the state and the church may forget, or minimize, the essentials.

It has actually come about in American society at least, notwithstanding the efforts of the state and church, that most of the people are being driven everlastingly, hither and thither, in great haste and with exhausting toil, “getting ready to live,” either here or hereafter; while these same people are missing the best of life altogether, and are spending their time in a form of servitude just one remove from slavery of soul and body.

There is also a ceaseless scramble of organizations for the service and allegiance of everybody. Nations, religions, races, denominations, parties, societies, associations, lodges, circles, clubs, and an endless creation of new agencies for people to “belong to.” How long is it going to take humanity to learn the simple, but all important, lesson that all these things are secondary aids, or hindrances, to the only two absolutely essential interests on earth—the home and God’s commonwealth. It is needful to keep in mind, however, that human society is very young and many things have to be tolerated now in this child-life of the race that will seem very foolish as humanity grows toward maturity.

At one time there were few families on earth. For protection against ferocious beasts, these families united to form tribes for mutual protection. Later tribes united to form nations; and nations, conscious of great power, set out to exploit other nations. Humanity is still engaged in this barbarous business of setting up nation against nation, race against race, religion against religion. Much of the time and energy of each successive generation, as it passes toward the grave, is expended in maintaining these rivalries that they may be handed on as crushing burdens to the next generation.

Jesus taught the oneness of humanity. He walked right across national, racial and religious boundary lines. According to His teaching the whole world is God’s home and every human being is His child. His aim was to bring all men to recognize these facts and to live brotherly. He meant for His followers to help Him in this sublime business of pulling the ideal Heaven down out of the clouds and make this old whirling globe heavenly, the Kingdom, the Home, of God.

The Great War revealed in an astounding manner how poorly the idea of a universal brotherhood had taken hold in the thought of peoples. From 1914 to 1920 humanity reverted to the law of the jungle and lived about as if Jesus had never laid down a new law for the government of human kind. This law may be stated in two quotations:—“resist not evil,” but “overcome evil with good.” Jesus is still a thousand years ahead of the human procession. His law has never been tried seriously and thoroughly except by a few martyrs here and there in history. But we should never forget that absolutely every inch of ground gained for the advance of humanity has been won by those few who had the martyr spirit and who did live in accordance with the law of Jesus. They learned what was meant by “resist not evil,” but “overcome evil with good.” They are the only real conquerors in history. They have accomplished what all the kings and rulers and armies for ten thousand years could not do,—they alone have been used by God to change the texture of the human soul so as to make a new type of being out of him; one that will not make war and commit sin. Kings and armies cannot do that; martyrs can, and martyrs grow only in homes of religion.

Are you looking for a solution of the problems of life? are you searching for a remedy for man’s torturing ills? Do not look about you at governments and organizations, for they are no better than the people that compose them; but look far ahead and there on the hilltop of the centuries stands One with scarred hands and the marks of a crown of thorns and He will give you the remedy: “Overcome Evil With Good.” He is calling His followers to live out this new law of life in our day. Governments, schools, societies, clubs and other agencies do not understand this law of life; they laugh at it, and often teach just the opposite. If the “survival of the fittest” ever was the law of the beast, Jesus certainly never meant that it should be the law of the children of God. He brought a new force into the world by which He means to lift man to a plane level with God, where he never stoops to use violence, but destroys violence with gentleness; never takes up the sword, but makes the sword useless by brotherliness; never wounds, but heals; never hates, but loves; never dies, but lives.

Where are these ideas taught in dead earnest and lived out in daily conduct? Jesus lived them in the home of Nazareth and along the highway of service and on the cross of Calvary. There is no place where these ideas can be taught and lived so effectually as in the home and on the cross. The church is called to cut herself loose from the entangling false ideas and meshwork of over-organization and dogma, and simplify her task as Jesus simplified His task, by exalting the home as God’s institution and by teaching universal brotherhood as the law of God’s Kingdom.

In the Home Council, then, these two cardinal ideas must ever be held before the mind,—that the home is God’s supreme institution on earth and that the whole human race belongs to God’s commonwealth and must be brought to abandon the law of the jungle and live the law of love and thereby establish the Rule of God throughout the earth. One’s allegiance to God carries with it loyalty to God’s institution—the home, and to God’s commonwealth—humanity as a whole. The supreme business of life, therefore, becomes the exaltation of the home in which individuals are trained, one by one, for citizenship in God’s Commonwealth and for membership in God’s Kingdom.

No fact in history reveals the stupidity of man with such disheartening humiliation as his failure to learn and obey God’s laws for the family. Man has devoted more time to the study of war than to the study of home; he has been content to be taxed a hundred times more for instruments with which his brothers might be destroyed than for homes in which his own offspring might be trained and saved. Science has devoted more time to the study of microbes than to the aid of mothers. Governments spend thirty times more to promote the good breeding of hogs than to conserve the health of babies. Man has been too prone to search the starry heavens for wisdom, while his own children were being smothered by preventable disease at his feet. If one hundredth part of the time and energy spent by men in the gambling game of money-making were devoted to the building and maintenance of ideal homes, this world would become the Kingdom of God in three generations.

The home is the one stable institution. Business changes as it emerges gradually from the barbarous rules of gambling competition towards helpful cooperation in trade; government changes as it slowly shifts from destructive warfare and suppression to constructive production and education; the church changes as it reluctantly advances from dependence for salvation upon sacrifices and ordinances to follow the path of human service which the world’s Savior hallowed by spending Himself going about doing good. But the home is permanent. God’s law for the home is as secure as the law of gravitation. It changes not. One man and one woman devoted for life to the united service of rearing children into ideal manhood and womanhood in the privacy of a common center of affection is the law of the home. All eternity will hardly improve upon this institution of God.

In pleading for a return to the ideals of home and for home training, we have frequently had friends say to us: “We admire your courage, but you are undertaking the impossible; for the whole tide of modern civilization is away from the home.” But what we plead for is not impossible. It is the only practical thing left. There is no other door through which Christianity can become thoroughly effective in the present generation. The present tide towards the disintegration of the home is utterly impossible; for that means that both the church and state will shortly be engulfed in ruin. No government can endure unless the great majority of citizens regard their oath as inviolable. True respect for one’s oath can be taught only in the early days of a child’s life. It is impossible to teach this essential lesson of citizenship without home influence. It is during the first eight or nine years of a child’s life that its mind is being polarized. If during this time its life-course is set true to the magnetic needle of reverence toward God and confidence in man, all the after life must move in the same direction. The home is the only institution in which this polarization of a child’s life can be accomplished in the proper manner; and the means employed are the love and character of father and mother and sister and brother in the home.

A distinguished clergyman came to us some time ago and said: “With all the outside interests clamoring for the attention of children and young people, it is simply impossible to make the home interesting enough to hold these young lives.” The only thing wrong with that statement is that it is not true. Most of the “interests” that are supposed to be so “attractive” to young people outside the home are so superficial, colorless and tasteless that it really becomes quite easy to bring a young person to see the folly of them, and then he forms a disgust for these shallow shams and unrealities. Much of the activities outside the home today have no relation whatever to character growth; but the training of character is the whole business of young lives. If they miss that they lose everything, and are made to face their future with tragic certainty of defeat and failure.

Our children are intensely human and no girls get more real fun out of life than they. But their fun centers about the home, because it is far more fascinating to them than the silly commercialized amusements found by so many outside. Of course it takes time and much effort to make home attractive; but that is the chief business of parents,—to make home the center of interest and of training. For example, we named our home “Lochaven,” thinking it was a good name for a home. But the girls enjoyed life so abundantly therein that they chose another name. They call it “Two Acres of Heaven.” That is real to them; they feel just that way about it. Of course if a child comes to think of his home as “Three Flat Rooms of Hell,” he is not only going outside to find his amusement; but, being homeless, he is going into immorality, crime and shame, and in all probability will become a burden to the state. It is to take care of him and the millions of his associates that courts, prisons, insane hospitals and reformatories are maintained by a heavy tax on the people. Every patriotic citizen ought to support this cause with all his might, if for no other reason, because it is the best possible National life insurance.

Religion in all countries has failed, in large measure, to see the supreme importance of the home. Buddhism, Confucianism, Taoism, and Mohammedanism,—all failed to see the home in its true perspective. The Hebrew religion came nearer than any other to placing adequate importance on the home. The home was the unit in the Jewish Theocracy, and was recognized as the institution of Jehovah. To this day the home is regarded by the Jews as the most sacred institution on earth,—even more sacred than the synagogue. This fact accounts largely for the unsurpassed health, vitality, intelligence and morality of this wonderful race of people. Christianity, in the early history, likewise put the home in the position of supreme importance; but later on the Roman Church arrogated to itself the right to be revered with a greater degree of sanctity than the home.

The home life of Jesus is the key to a right understanding of His religion. His loyalty to his home distinguishes Him from all other founders of a religion. For thirty years he devoted himself to that one institution; and all that is revealed of His home indicates that it was the ideal to which other homes may aspire for all time. In His brief ministry it is interesting to note how frequently He seeks to get away from the crowd to find rest and fellowship in the soothing atmosphere of the home of some friend. His whole Gospel is clothed in the terminology of the home. Fatherhood and brotherhood are the big words in His Gospel, and they are family words. If circumstances had been such that He could have had a home of His own, we can fancy that it would have been the acme of the artist’s dream of simplicity, beauty, and reality; and we can feel certain that the fellowship in that home would have been so wholesome that poets would make it the favorite subject of their songs forever.

In our modern social order, however, even the Christian homes often are shamefully submerged under the superficiality of organizations and outside interests. Every conceivable agency is pulling fathers and mothers and children away from home. Every organization that is antagonistic or a hindrance to the home should be abolished. All agencies, like some theatres and clubs that habitually belittle the home and the family should be repudiated by all decent citizens. The central idea in all the work of the government, school and church should be the welfare of the home and the promotion of God’s Commonwealth. These secondary organizations should jealously safeguard the home to keep it free from interfering influences and to exalt it in the appreciation of the public to the place of sacred preeminence in society. There is yet one divine right on earth,—the right of the home, the divine right of the home, to live and function as God meant it should in the propagation and training of human life. No other right of society can be compared with this. To deny the right of the home altogether is to destroy civilization completely and to reduce the race to the law of the jungle once more. To exalt and enrich the home is the best possible way to promote human progress and happiness and to serve God.

It is needless to picture the ideal home; for, since more than half of the population of America is crowded into the cities, the ideal home for most of these transients is impossible. The city has become the great destroyer of home. The founders of our Nation had the good sense to build their homes in the country. George Washington established his home at Mount Vernon, three hours’ ride from the city. Thomas Jefferson built his home far out in the country, Monticello. Andrew Jackson practiced law in Nashville, but his home was twelve miles in the country and appropriately named “The Hermitage.” These wise leaders were familiar with the blighting evils of European cities. But instead of profiting by these object lessons, our people are now rushing headlong into the cities. And when they go to the city they are not satisfied simply to abandon the privacy and seclusion that they enjoyed in the country; but foolishly press just as far as possible to the other extreme. They choose the apartment house, and crowd together on the principle of “the more under one roof the merrier.” But the city flat has flattened the home; for in it children and play and music are not wanted. An appropriate name for a flat would be ” an institution for the aged and childless.” A true home is a place of poetry and romance. In the country home there is a whole vocabulary to portray the poetic imagery of life therein, such as “the hearth-stone,” “fireside,” “latch-string,” “guestroom.” These are words often found in poetry, but who ever wrote any poetry about a radiator? or refrigerator? or elevator? That is a moving sentiment expressed in the words, “Be it e’er so humble, there is no place like home.” But what becomes of the poetic beauty when you write it, “Be it e’er so humble, there is no place like my flat”? Often you will find in country homes the motto, “God bless our home.” But you may travel ten times around the world and you will never see the motto: “God bless our boarding house.”

Cities are built for industry and commerce, not for heart education and character. In the country character is the primary consideration and industry is a means to that end. In the country home there is much activity. There is work for all. The home is not cursed with servants. Character education is impossible apart from work In the city homes children are often robbed of their best chance for character development by parents who hire servants to do all the work. If the parents were wise they would often find it desirable to pay these same servants, if necessary, twice as much to stay away from their home so as to give the children the opportunity of character development by means of work. “In the sweat of man’s face he shall eat bread” is the law of God. In sympathetic fellowship in the work of home children learn the fundamental lessons of cooperation and fair dealing without which they can never become good citizens. Modern society presents a bewildering spectacle in this fact, that while the school has adopted as its guiding principle “learn to do by doing”; the family seems to have adopted as its aim “learn to live without work.” Here is one great movement towards work as a means of education, and another great movement in just the opposite direction, trying to find happiness in hiring people to do their work for them. One can no more grow in character by hiring others to do his work than he can get an education by hiring others to study his lessons for him. The great advantage of the country home over the city home is that the former has plenty of work for all, including the children, and thus each member of the family “learns to do by doing” and also learns to live by living.

There can be no real home without children. Home in the city is almost a failure for that reason. On most of these homes you could write: “Gone out of business”; and on others, “going out of business”; and on many, “bankrupt”; while on a few you might be able to write, “prospering.” Not prospering in money-making, but in home-making. Both wealth and poverty are dangers to the home. Avoid both. But children are essential to home and character growth.

Flowers do not grow well in the city; neither do children; and seldom does peace and real brotherly love dwell there; and in her streets reality is seldom seen. Even God seems to shun the city, for His hallowed presence is scarcely felt there, except where there are tears and broken hearts and sick people. The city is the great destroyer of character.

The country is the ideal place for a home. There is room in the country, and God is revealed everywhere in the country. The trees are His poems, the flowers are His paintings, the animals are His pets, the birds all belong to His choir, and the children are His angels in the country; and there the old men and women are His saints clothed in reverence and love; and there the pure stars tell of His glory. In the country there is quiet; the noises are either the cheerful voices of life or tire pathetic cries of death—both deepen sympathy and cultivate the heart of man. In the night there is a real darkness and a solemn wholesome stillness, in which parental love is always busy weaving the garments of hope for the little ones who are starting out on life’s rough way—a road so full of danger that memory has marked many a place of peril. In the country the soul can expand; there the heart has ears to hear the music of universal harmony; there the soul has eyes to see the invisible realities—a Heaven of immortals let down all about one’s life; there one realizes his citizenship in eternity and learns the meaning of his membership in the family of God. It becomes, therefore, a solemn duty for everyone to aspire to escape from the poisoned breath of city lungs, furnaces and money and go out to God’s open country to build a home, where it is not so difficult to keep it pure and sweet and to maintain it as a character school for God.

We have a vision that in some golden age ahead the city will disappear. As steam made the city, electricity will unmake it. Then all over this beautiful, wonderful earth all the people will be living in happy families; and every family will live in its own home on a small plot of ground that not only produces food and shade, but also affords many sacred memories of infinite worth to growing character. In that far-off good day coming, there will be no child-labor problem; war will have been forgotten with all its horror of blood and burden of taxation; and hate will have been cleansed from the soul of man, who has learned the glory of living by the law of love and cooperation instead of hate and competition. In that far-off good time the making of laws will have ceased forever. Governments will be composed of great teachers who interpret the laws of God as discovered by science—laws regarding health, justice and human relations. There will be but one nation—the Kingdom of God, and there will be but one Ruler—our Father in a heavenly world. Then will be fulfilled the prayer of Jesus that the will of God be done on earth as it is done in Heaven. That day, however, is far in the future; what is the present situation?

The issue of today is plainly this: America is at the parting of the ways; one is the steep, narrow road of home sanctity and moral training, and the other is the broad, easy-going highway of home disintegration and licentiousness. The former leads ever upward towards the fulfillment of the poet’s dream of the perfection of character and universal brotherhood; the latter descends towards barbarism and another “dark age.” Which way, America? That is the question. Well may the angels in Heaven pause for an answer. The welfare of every human life on this earth for a million years will be affected by that answer; for as goes America so goes the world for a long, long time.

If an impartial court were asked to pass judgment today and if the testimony were limited to visible evidence, the decision would unquestionably be: “America has rejected the home and chosen the downward way.” Our hope is in the things invisible. Above the horrors of greed, crime and war, God still lives. That fact is the most important evidence in this case. Also in the present bedlam of human folly and excess it is still true that the heart of man grows sick of things that perish and yearns for the things that endure. For a thousand years our ancestors labored and fought for the home as the great essential of civilization. The martyrs of that idea have sanctified every acre on earth. Though there are many profane hands of Mammon and Pleasure now pulling down the shrine of home, do not lose hope. God and the deeper yearnings of man for character and home will outweigh all evidence to the contrary. When all the evidence shall have been submitted there will be a unanimous verdict: “America chooses the way of home and character and brotherhood.” And there will be rejoicing in Heaven when that verdict is announced.

For such a glorious hour in America this book has been prepared. It is America’s guide to the way of home and character and brotherhood. It points out the indelible stamp of heredity on human life and shows that our sole hope for the present generation lies in training and environment, which includes God. It makes clear the impossibility of school and church to accomplish the task of the home in character training. It reminds us that Christianity is preeminently a religion of home, and appeals to the church to regard character education in the home as her supreme opportunity and mission field. It puts a danger signal before the gate of the city and warns the home builder to locate his character school in the country. It gives a definite method in the Home Council for moral and religious training. It provides daily lessons for use in the Home Council and many other helps for the exaltation and enrichment of home life.

America always has liked to do big things. Here is something bigger and harder than a world war. Here is a substitute for war. Let the Nation devote herself to a new crusade—a crusade not to destroy but to save, a crusade to make a Nation of ideal homes. May America be distinguished chiefly in history not for her vast expanse of territory, not for her industrial achievements, not for her colossal wealth, not for her inventive genius, but for that which is far more excellent for civilization than all of these. Let the homes of America be the glory of the world and the saviors of civilization.
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